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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 


December 11, 2001 


PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

In response to the Notice of Omitted Items In A Non- 
Provisional Application issued October 11, 2001, the following 
amendments are respectfully submitted. 


In the Specification 

Please replace the first paragraph on page 1 with the 
following new paragraph: 

This application is a continuation of co-pending 
Application No. 09/071,351, filed on April 30, 1998, issued 
September 4, 2001 as U.S. Patent 6,284,544 Bl , the entire 


